
 

 Radio Procedures 

1. Purpose: 

 To provide a general outline of communications that will be utilized throughout the district. 

2. Scope: 

All current and prospective members within Fire District #l. 

3. Prerequisites: 

Identified in each section. 

4. Responsibilities: 

None 

5. Procedure: 
  

I. RADIO USAGE AND PROTOCOL 
 

A. When calling in responding, the Officer shall use plain language.  Officers will
 call responding on Fire Region 6. 
 
B. When calling in service to “County” Company Officers will advise how many
 INTERIOR qualified firefighters are on board. IE: “County Ladder 36 
 responding with six (6).”     ***NOTE*** Junior and Exterior only members
 shall not be counted. 
 
C. The first arriving apparatus or Officer will establish Command on Region 6.  
 
D. Fire Command will give a detailed size up over Fire Region 6 to all  
 responding units. 

  
  E. Responding apparatus shall call on the approach on Fire Region 6 when they
   are approx. 30-45 seconds out from the scene 
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F. Apparatus calling on the approach DO NOT need to ask command “what’s 
your pleasure” or “requesting assignment”.  Command will give you an 
assignment. 

 
G. When apparatus has arrived at the scene all portable radios will operate on 

TAC 1 for all fire ground communications.   
 
H. TAC 1 will be the normal channel used for Fire Ground communication, 

UNLESS Fire Command deems it necessary to move operations to a different 
channel.  At which point Fire Command WILL announce this over Fire Region 
6 and Tac 1.  Fire Command will also advise County the channel that fire 
ground communications will operate on. 

 
I. It is not necessary for each returning apparatus to call and notify County 

Communications that they are clear and returning.  This leads to unnecessary 
radio traffic. 

 
J. The Incident Commander will clear specific units as he/she sees fit, and Fire 

Command will notify County Communications that those units are clear and 
returning 

 
K. The Incident Commander will terminate the incident once all hazards have 

been mitigated.   
 
L. Region and Ops channels shall not be utilized for non-emergency 

communications. 
 
M. Emergency Button:  It is MANDATORY that ALL district firefighter/officers are 

well versed in the use of the “emergency button” located on all fire district 
radios and the District MAYDAY GOG.  When a member is operating on any 
region channel and activates his/her “emergency button” the radio will 
broadcast an alert tone and the radio will lock on channel Region 6. When a 
member is operating on Tac 1 and activates his/her “emergency button” the 
radio will broadcast an alert tone and the radio will lock on Tac 1. 

 
P. The “emergency button” WILL NOT transmit on Region 6 or Ops. 6 when 

transmitting on ANY TAC channel. However, all fire district mobile radios and 
officer assigned portable radios will receive the emergency notification. 

 
 
II. PORTABLES 

 
A. All members will carry and monitor a portable radio at all times when 

operating at any emergency scene.  
 
B. Officers using the scan feature on portable radios must be diligent when 
 monitoring their radio as radios in scan mode can easily miss important 
 transmissions  


