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BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS 
TOWNSHIP OF HILLSBOROUGH 

 
48 EAST MOUNTAIN ROAD 
HILLSBOROUGH, NJ 08844 

Firesafety@htfd.us 
 
 

WORK MEETING 
SEPTEMBER 03, 2026 

 
The Board of Fire Commissioners of Hillsborough Township, County of Somerset, New Jersey convened in a 
Work Session on Thursday, September 03, 2026 at 7:44 p.m. In the Conference Room at the Hillsborough Fire 
District Headquarters on 48 East Mountain Road.  Commissioner Chairman John Lazorchak called the meeting 
to order. 
 
Following the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag, a call of the roll indicated that:  
 
 
Board members present were:  
 
Commissioner John Lazorchak   Commissioner Nick Patullo 
Commissioner Jeffrey Mitchell   Commissioner Bill Woodruff 
Commissioner Marian Fenwick-Shaffer 
 
Absent:  None. 
 
 
 
Fire Safety Staff present: 
 
District Fire Chief Ryan Giordano    
Deputy Fire Chief John Yanko   
 
Absent:  None.   
 
 
 
Fire Chiefs/Deputy Chiefs present were: 
 
None. 
     
 
 
District Officers/Members present were: 
 
Dr. Ron Berju / Trustee – Station 37 
 
 
 
 
Public present were: 
 
None. 
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In accordance with the state of NJ “Sunshine Law” adequate notice of this meeting was provided by mailing 
notification to the Hillsborough Beacon and Courier News.  Notice was also delivered to the Township Clerk and 
posted on the Municipal Building Bulletin Board. 
 
 
 
 

CORRESPONDENCE 
  
  
Commissioners discussed the following: 
 

- Commissioner John Lazorchak: 
 

o Sleeping Quarters at Fire Safety Headquarters: 
 

 Discussed with the Board about options to create sleeping quarters at Fire Safety 
Headquarters. 

 

o Station 37 Contract: 
 

 Signed contracts from Stations 36, 37, and 38 must be submitted with the Fire 
Budget to the State in November, 2026. 
 

 If Station 37 does not submit a signed contract to the Board, it will jeopardize 
approval of the Fire Budget by the State. 

 
 
 

- Commissioner Jeffrey Mitchell: 
 

o Vouchers / Checks: 
 

 Went through vouchers for September 2026. 
 

 Obtained Commissioners signatures on vouchers and checks. 
 

 
o Transfer of Funds: 

 
 Will transfer funds from the Savings Account to the Capital Account to cover the 

items in the 2027 Capital Budget. 
 
 
 

- Commissioner Marian Fenwick-Shaffer: 
 

o No report. 
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- Commissioner Nick Patullo: 
 

o No report. 
 
 
 

- Commissioner Bill Woodruff: 
 

o No report. 
 
 
 
 

- Other: 
 

o District Fire Chief Ryan Giordano: 
 

 Fire Tax Check: 
 

 Will follow up with Hillsborough Township on September 4. 2026 regarding 
the status of the Fire Tax Check. 

 
 

 2027 Capital Budget: 
 

 The 2027 Capital Budget is scheduled to be voted on at the Regular Meeting 
on September 8, 2026. 

 
 
 

 Annual Audit: 
 

 We are experiencing difficulty in submitting the Audit to the State. 
 

o Efforts will continue to be made until the Audit is successfully 
submitted. 

 
 Pensions: 

 
 Hillsborough Township removed Fire Safety employees from their Pension 

System, which resulted in those employees being terminated from the 
Pension system. 
 

o Contacted Congressman Kean regarding this issue and his office is 
providing assistance. 
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 New Tanker – Station 36: 
 

 Design of the apparatus is complete and on budget. 
 
 
 

 Grants: 
 

 Station 36 is interested in applying for grants. 
 

o Requested that Station 36 inform Fire Safety of any grants that they 
apply for. 

 
 
 

 Station 37 – Wildwood Fire Convention: 
    

 There was a request from Station 37 to permit the Chief and Deputy Chief 
vehicles to go to Wildwood Fire Convention. 

   
o A discussion was held amongst the Board Members, and the request 

was denied. 
 
 

 State Grant: 
 

 On September 25, 2026, Assemblyman Roy Freiman will present a check to 
the Fire District in the amount of $252,000.00. 
 

o This event will be held at the Fire Safety Headquarters at 2:00 p.m. 
 
   
 

o Dr. Ron Berju / Trustee, Station 37: 
 

 An Open House is planned to be held at Station 37 on Saturday, October 24, 2026,  
from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

 
 Requesting approximately $3,000.00 from the Board for this event. 

 
o The Board supports this event and has advised Dr. Berju / Trustee to 

submit a voucher and all receipts for reimbursement of the expenses. 
 

 
 

 Station 37 Contract: 
 

 The contract for Station 37 is still pending. 
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ADJOURNMENT 
 

 
There being no further comments or business, a motion was made by Commissioner Woodruff, seconded 
by Commissioner Patullo to adjourn the meeting at 8:43 p.m. Roll call vote:   All approved.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Marian Fenwick-Shaffer, Secretary 
Hillsborough Township 
Board of Fire Commissioners 
 
MFS/jhb 
 
 
 
 
 


