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BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS 
TOWNSHIP OF HILLSBOROUGH 

 
379 SOUTH BRANCH ROAD 
HILLSBOROUGH, NJ 08844 

Hillsborough.firesafety@comcast.net 
 

WORK MEETING 

JUNE 5, 2014 
 

 
The Board of Fire Commissioners of Hillsborough Township, County of Somerset, New Jersey convened in 
Work Session on Thursday, June 5, 2014 at 7:00 pm. In the Conference Room at the Hillsborough Township 
Municipal Building on South Branch Road.  Commission Chairman Greg Kane called the meeting to order. 
 
Following the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag, a call of the roll indicated that Board members present were: 
Commissioner Greg Kane, Commissioner Nick Patullo, Commissioner Bruce Vatter, and Commissioner John 
Catrombon, Jr.   Commissioner Charlie Nuara was absent. 
 
In accordance with the state of NJ “Sunshine Law” adequate notice of this meeting was provided by mailing 
notification to the Hillsborough Beacon and Courier News.  Notice was also delivered to the Township Clerk 
and posted on the Municipal Building Bulletin Board. 
 
 
 

CORRESPONDENCE 
  
 Commissioners discussed the following: 
 
 

1. The vouchers for June. 
 
2. Commissioner Patullo announced that the General Operating Guidelines were all approved at the GOG 

Meeting last week.  All members will need to read and sign the GOG Form found on the Fire District 
Website along with the GOG’s. 
 

3. Special Election for $700,000.00 for Apparatus:  Commissioner Nuara will speak with our Attorney 
Braslow to see if we can afford to purchase the Scuba Vehicle from Franklin Township this year, with 
this year’s funds.  He will also speak with Dave Raymond to have him to do a run through of the 
finances.  We were budgeted $140,000.00 last year for maintenance and $120,000.00 this year, and 
would like to stay under that.  Commissioner Kane will write a letter to Franklin Fire Department #1 
stating that we are very interested in purchasing the Scuba Vehicle, but we need a decent number so 
we can arrange our finances in order to make the purchase.  
 

4. Reviewed maintenance with Station 38’s transmission.  Reminder to purchase a light for Station 37’s 
37-2 truck.  Will have Chief Paterno bring information to the Commissioner’s Meeting. 
 

5. Commissioner Vatter sent an e-mail to everyone regarding the Physicals.  If anyone made an 
appointment in May, then you are good even if your appointment is scheduled for June.  He had Terry 
at the Clinic track and sends a list of all who booked for June.  He also recommended that we bump up 
the date for completed physicals to July.  This gives everyone 6 months so there should be no excuses 
to not have completed by then.  Commissioner Nuara spoke at the previous meeting about “Your 
Doctors Care”.  Feel that we need to get quotes from other facilities.  The Firefighter Respiration 
Medical Evaluation Questionnaire will be mandatory for next year.  All firefighters will need to fill out 
before their appointment for their physical.  Commissioner Vatter will send this form to Commissioner 
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Patullo for review and comment. 
 

6. Commissioner Kane discussed cutting back on items that are not necessary, and that we should 
increase training.  Possibility of the Board to sponsor two training sessions a year.  Will need to start 
thinking about budgets in July.  For new equipment, provide number $5,000.00   and if it is over 
$300.00 it will require the Board’s approval.  Discussed raising the per call amount, no money to do so, 
raise LOSAP, can control, cap for storms.    ISO rate change should be made public.  Chief Fire 
Marshall Weniger and the Fire Safety Office should get an award for pushing this through.  
Commissioner Patullo will order a plaque to for this. 
 

7. Commissioner Vatter said that the E-Dispatch is working well.  Discussed funds if we decide to use 
after the trial period.  Cost is $233.00/200 users. 
 

8. Commissioner Patullo said that the previous Respiratory GOG mentions supplying paper masks for 
trucks.  He will check with Pelican for a price on 17 cases for all apparatus.  We will fill the cases with 
masks, gloves, shields, tyvex coveralls, etc. 

 
9. Commissioner Vatter and Commissioner Patullo met with Mike Murphy regarding the incident with Rich 

Crater.  Mike accepted the punishment he was given.  Mike and Rich have talked and said all will be 
good, and the situation is settled.  Mike can be voted back in as an Officer next year. 
 

10.  Discussion about cell phones on fire scenes.  Everyone who chooses to bring their personal cell phone 
on a fire scene is responsible for it should it get broken.  The Fire Companies will not pay for any 
damaged phones to be fixed or replaced. 
 

 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

 
There being no further public comment, a motion was made by Commissioner Kane and seconded by 
Commissioner Vatter to adjourn the meeting at 8:20 p.m. Roll call vote. All approved.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Bruce Vatter, Secretary 
Hillsborough Township 
Board of Fire Commissioners 
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