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BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS 
TOWNSHIP OF HILLSBOROUGH 

 
379 SOUTH BRANCH ROAD 
HILLSBOROUGH, NJ 08844 

Hillsborough.firesafety@comcast.net 
 

WORK MEETING 

DECEMBER 4, 2014 
 

 
The Board of Fire Commissioners of Hillsborough Township, County of Somerset, New Jersey convened in 
Work Session on Thursday, December 4, 2014 at 7:00 pm. In the Conference Room at the Hillsborough 
Township Municipal Building on South Branch Road.  Commissioner Chairman Greg Kane called the meeting 
to order. 
 
Following the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag, a call of the roll indicated that Board members present were: 
Commissioner Greg Kane, Commissioner Nick Patullo, Commissioner Bruce Vatter, Commissioner Charlie 
Nuara, and Commissioner John Catrombon, Jr. 
 
In accordance with the state of NJ “Sunshine Law” adequate notice of this meeting was provided by mailing 
notification to the Hillsborough Beacon and Courier News.  Notice was also delivered to the Township Clerk 
and posted on the Municipal Building Bulletin Board. 
 
 

CORRESPONDENCE 
  
For the first part of the meeting, three Representatives (Kristin Mantegna, Director of Sales/Marketing, Ray 
Hughes, and Kathy Hughes- Fischetti, Owners of Hughes-Plumer & Associates Insurance Company attended 
the meeting.  Commissioner Vatter provided and asked Kristin to review the District’s Basic Insurance Policy, 
as the Commissioners felt that the current policy has errors and needs to be updated, and they wanted another 
opinion.   
 
The following was discussed: 
 

1. Hughes-Plumer introduced themselves to the Board.  They explained that they are a Family owned 
business since 1926, serving the needs of individuals, families and businesses throughout New Jersey, 
New York and Pennsylvania. 

 
2. Kristin presented a report of suggestions to the Board after reviewing the policy, and explained that she 

did a basic comparison.  She explained that Selective, a Local Company does Emergency Services 
Insurance. 

 
3. Ray and Kathy told us that it is their job to make this easy for us.  They would find the best market for 

us, and would make sure that what we are paying for is accurate, and in order to do that, they would 
need to break down the current policy.  They also spoke about the guarantee replacement costs and 
would need to know exactly what we paid for vehicles, etc. for replacement and/or totaled. 

 
4. Kristin asked if Neshanic Fire Company is included in our policy.  She mentioned there was a 2003 

Excursion listed.  If so, does that include their fire house and/or barn?  Commissioner Vatter mentioned 
that Neshanic Fire was supposed to provide us with a copy of their Insurance Policy, but they have not 
received one yet.  He will follow up on this. 
 

5. Kristin said that we are paying the same for a Firefighter and an Auxiliary Member.  Discussed 
coverage, even if a member has moved to a different state, but comes to the Firehouse on occasion, 
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Inactive Member.  All members listed on the roster need to be included on Workers Comp. Exceptions 
have to be approved by the state WC Bureau via an exception letter.  
 

6. Kristin asked if anyone besides the Chief of each Company drives the Chief’s Vehicle, and whether it is 
used for personal use/personal injury?  Liability is covered, but how is the person driving protected 
personally?  Coverage may need moved around to different categories within the Policy. 

 
7. Kristin said she would like to meet with each Chief to get a better understanding and a little more 

information to go by.  She said that in order to dig in deeper, they Hughes-Plumer would need to be 
their Agent.  They would then need to start from scratch with the policy. 
 

8. Commissioner Kane asked Kristin if they go into our Firehouses and take inventory of what we have.  
She replied, yes we do. 
 

9. Ray said that they need to make sure that values are accurate, get VIN #’s for all vehicles, and value of 
all equipment, and gear. 
 

10. Kristin asked if there is a Master List of everything that is covered.  Commissioner Kane told her that 
Chief Fire Marshal Weniger has the list at the Fire Safety Office. 
 

11. Ray said his expectation is that we just need to clean up what is on the current policy.   
 

12. Commissioner Nuara stated his concern about increase costs.  
 

13. Kristin explained that if we wanted to move to their Company, the process will take 30 days until they 
get copies from the current insurance carriers, and get everything put into a spreadsheet. 
 

14. Kathy told us that the Policy can be done on a CD. 
 

15. Commissioners told them they would be looking further into this, and will let them know if they want to 
proceed. 
 

 
After the meeting adjourned with Hughes-Plumer, the Commissioners discussed the following: 
 

1. Their thoughts regarding the meeting with Hughes-Plumer. 
 
- Commissioner Patullo feels they should look into this further. 

 
- Commissioner Nuara suggested they meet with our current Insurance Company, Mazy, and have 

them share with us what they are doing/not doing, and ask why no one is keeping us current.  Will 
try to arrange for them to come to our January 8, 2015 Commissioners Work Meeting. 

 
- Commissioner Kane suggested we have Fire Marshal Giordano double check every vehicle, boat; 

trailer, etc. in each firehouse and their VIN #’s. 
 

2. The vouchers for November. 

 

3. Commissioner Nuara distributed the 2015 Budget to everyone.  He said it is not the final copy, but will 

be finishing it within a day or so.  Another $44,000.00 will be added.  Regarding the Capital funds, will 

get correct wording from Braslow.  Suggestions for the February Vote:  $60,000.00 for Gear in 2016, 

$30,000.00 to replace all 3” hose, and the Pumper.  He would like to talk to the Hillsborough Beacon to 

inform them properly of what is going on. 
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4. 1996 Skid assembly from the Brush Truck from Station 36.  Neshanic Fire Company said they do not 

want it.  Chief Fulmino showed an interest in it, but they will have to do all the work on it.  All agreed 

that they should put a $1,000.00 bid out for the truck and if they do not get any bids, then wait a month 

and lower the price and put out to bid again.  Commissioner Nuara will let Chief Fire Marshal Weniger 

know to put in newspaper. 

 
5. Neshanic Fire Company Contract::   

 
- Workman’s Compensation, 

 auto and liability for 3 vehicles that Branchburg owns. 

 

- Does Neshanic Fire  insure the  other vehicles they own? 

 

- They were supposed to let us know what they are getting from Branchburg. 

 

- Building Insurance, how did that come about? 

 

- Why did we give them $200,000.00 for the tanker a few years ago?  That agreement was made 

back some years ago. 

 
- Their contract needs to be done by February 1, 2015 and signed off after the February Budget vote.   

 

- Neshanic asked for Pay per call, 2% increase, and request to be included on the GOG Committee.  

It was agreed no for the Pay per call and 2% increase and yes to be included on the GOG 

Committee. 

 

- If we do not have a copy of their insurance policy, we will not give them their Quarterly Payment. 

 

- Beards – no gear, this is a general rule. 

 

- Remind them that a Chief, Deputy or Assistant Chief needs to be on fire call scenes and they have 

to follow the GOG. 

 

6. Top 10 Responders: 

 

- All Chiefs submitted the list of their Top 10 Responders for 2014. 

 

- The check for the Quik Check Gift Cards needs to be approved at the Commissioners Meeting on 

December 9, 2014. 

 

- Will hold off until the January Commissioners Meeting to give out the cards and take pictures. 

 

7. Vote for Transferring Funds at the December 9, 2014 Commissioners Meeting: 

 

- Commissioner Nuara asked if the checks be transferred on Monday night or Tuesday morning as 

Commissioner Nuara will not be present at the meeting?  Yes, everyone agreed it was ok to do so. 

 
8. Contract for Hillsborough Fire Companies: 
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- All Chiefs, with the exception of Chief Fulmino do not care if they don’t get the 2% increase 
($1,200.00).   

 
- Commissioners agreed there is no reason to do a contract, we are a District and it is unnecessary 

paperwork. 
 

9. 2015 Commissioners Open Positions: 
 
- There will be 2 positions open, as Commissioner Kane and Commissioner Patullo will not be 

running for another term. 
 

- It was decided that the Commissioners continuing in 2015 would choose their positions.  It was 
agreed that the positions will be as follows: 

 
Chairman - Commissioner Nuara 
Vice Chairman - Commissioner Catrombon, Jr.  
Secretary - Commissioner Vatter  
Treasurer – Open position 
Safety Officer - Open position 

 
- It was also decided to review the list of duties for each Commissioner,  and the following was 

agreed upon: 
 

o Chariman – Contracts, conducts all meetings, working on the budget with the Treasurer, 
special bids and acquisitions, and new apparatus. 
 

o Vice Chairman – OSHA, GOG’s, grants, inventory, and oversee air packs, air bottles and air 
testing. 

 
o Secretary – Recording Secretary at all meetings, insurance policy, physicals and fit testing. 

 
o Treasurer – Audit, bills, budget, LOSAP and vouchers. 

 
o Safety Officer – Bureau of Fire Operations and OEM Representative, assist Secretary with 

Insurance Policy, in charge of radios/pagers, and accident/injuries-Workman’s 
Compensation. 

 
10. Physicals: 

 
- Chief Fire Marshal Weniger spoke with Commissioner Vatter regarding Titer Test for Hepatitis B.  He 

said that Franklin Township Fire Department does this.  Commissioner Vatter spoke with Terry at the 
Clinic and she said that this hasn’t been a problem, but they could add this for an additional cost to 
the Blood Test that all members need in 2015.  Everyone agreed to do this. 

 
11. Extrication Meeting with the Hillsborough Mayor: 

 
- The meeting is scheduled for December 15, 2014 at 6:00 pm at the Municipal Building.  

Commissioner Kane and Commissioner Nuara agreed to attend the meeting. 
  

12. Fire House Pictures: 
 

- Everyone agreed that it would be good to have new pictures of each Firehouse to replace the ones 
that are in the hallway of the Municipal Building.  Commissioner Nuara will speak with Chief Fire 
Marshall Weniger to see if he can take care of this. 
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ADJOURNMENT 
 

 
There being no further public comment, a motion was made by Commissioner Vatter, and seconded by 
Commissioner Catrombon, Jr.  to adjourn the meeting at 9:30 p.m. Roll call vote:   All approved.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Bruce Vatter, Secretary 
Hillsborough Township 
Board of Fire Commissioners 
 
BV/jhb 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


