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BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS 
TOWNSHIP OF HILLSBOROUGH 

 
379 SOUTH BRANCH ROAD 
HILLSBOROUGH, NJ 08844 

Hillsborough.firesafety@comcast.net 
 

WORK MEETING 

FEBRUARY 5, 2015 
 
 
The Board of Fire Commissioners of Hillsborough Township, County of Somerset, New Jersey convened in 
Work Session on Thursday, February 5, 2015 at 7:00 pm. In the Conference Room at the Hillsborough 
Township Municipal Building on South Branch Road.  Commissioner Chairman Greg Kane called the meeting 
to order. 
 
Following the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag, a call of the roll indicated that Board members present were: 
Commissioner Greg Kane, Commissioner Bruce Vatter, Commissioner Charlie Nuara, and Commissioner John 
Catrombon, Jr.    Absent:  Commissioner Nick Patullo 
 
In accordance with the state of NJ “Sunshine Law” adequate notice of this meeting was provided by mailing 
notification to the Hillsborough Beacon and Courier News.  Notice was also delivered to the Township Clerk 
and posted on the Municipal Building Bulletin Board. 
 
 

CORRESPONDENCE 
 

 Jenny Wolters from Mazy, Reed & Brey Insurance attended the first part of the meeting. The following was 
discussed: 
 

- Worker’s Compensation renewal is due in May with Liberty Mutual.   
 
- Jenny told us that Liberty Mutual is our carrier because no other carrier wants to insure Emergency 

Services.  New Jersey mandates the rates and rules.  There is a carrier now that may consider 
insuring Emergency Services, which could save $25,000.00 a year.  The current carrier is 
$140,000.00 a year.  She will be submitting an application to them.  The only thing is that they want 
to do payroll.  A suggestion was made by Commissioner Nuara that they could put the part time 
bookkeeper on their payroll if they need to. 

 
- Jenny asked about coverage of the Fire Safety Office.  Commissioner Nuara said that they are 

covered with the Township of Hillsborough, which covers their Workman’s Compensation as well. 
 
- Jenny explained to us that the experience module, for rates, is a 3-year rolling cycle, dropping off a 

year and adding a year.  2014 is under next year. 
 
- Jenny also said that frequent small claims hurts us more than 1 big claim does. 
 
- Commissioner Vatter told us that Liberty Mutual did a risk assessment a year or two ago and made 

recommendations.  There were no claims in 2014. 
 
- Jenny gave us information (attachment, Section 1, page 17, part 4) explaining active members 

versus inactive members.  Commissioner Vatter said that we consider active members as those 
who have had a physical.  There are 155 members on OSHA, which 50 each are from 2 of our 
companies, and 55 from 1 of our companies. 
 

-  It is $1,300/active volunteer firefighter per year for Workman’s Compensation.  145 members had 
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physicals in 2014.  This may fluctuate a little each year.  Jenny said the Insurance Company would 
ask for a list of the active members. 

 
- Commissioner Vatter received a list of all the vehicles, listed by company (with a license plate on 

them) in the District and Fire Safety Office from Chief Fire Marshal Weniger, which was provided to 
Jenny. 

 
- Neshanic Fire Company:   Jenny explained that 3 pieces of apparatus belonging to Neshanic Fire is 

covered under Branchburg’s Insurance Policy.  Neshanic Fire insures all other apparatus 
themselves and receives their own bill from VFIS.  Commissioner Vatter mentioned that we are 
covering Neshanic’s 2003 Excursion, which should not be on the Hillsborough Policy.  The VFIS 
package covers everything except Workers Compensation.  Five bills are sent each year directly to 
the individual companies and the Commissioners. 

 
- Commissioner Vatter said he would check with Dianne in Fire Safety Office to look back in their 

records to find out exactly when the Board of Commissioners started their policy with Mazy.  Jenny 
said that Neshanic Fire has been with Mazy since October of 1996.  She recalls that they increased 
coverage in 1998 and Neshanic was already with them.  Commissioner Nuara said that our 
Attorney, Braslow may have a copy of our information as well. 

 
- Commissioner Vatter asked Jenny how it affects the other companies if one company has an 

accident.  She replied that it works both ways and does affect all the companies. 
 
- Jenny will obtain comparisons from other insurers.  She said that VFIS covers 50% of the 

Emergency Services in the Northeast.  She gave us a handout of a copy of the Property and 
Casualty Summary.  She explained that the value of a year 2000 tanker would not get a 2015 
replacement value. 

 
- Commissioner Vatter asked how the board could insure for the difference in value should there be a 

total loss. 
 
- Commissioner Vatter asked Jenny about when Liberty Mutual comes out to do an evaluation, are 

they guaranteed replacement cost with the buildings.  She replied yes, not to worry about this.  She 
explained that Station 37covers the Hillsborough Radiology building, but not the contents in their 
building.  She said that they should provide Station 37 with a copy of their updated insurance policy 
each year.   

 
- Jenny explained that the contents on all apparatus are covered on vehicle insurance. It was asked 

how value is determined.  She said she gets in contact with each individual company and then 
sends out a letter regarding improvement made for an increase. 

 
- In conclusion, Jenny said that she would get all information to them that they requested.  She said 

that the Workers Compensation is the first priority to complete.  Jenny said that Mazy offers the best 
coverage and strives to provide the best service.  She said she has always enjoyed working with 
our fire companies in the past and hopes that continues. 

 
Following the Meeting with Mazy Insurance, the Commissioners discussed the following: 
 

1. The vouchers for January. 
 

2. Commissioner Kane asked if Station 36’s field truck is going out for bid or is going to the DPW.  
Commissioner Nuara will check with Chief Fire Marshal Weniger. 
 

3. Commissioner Vatter asked if we could change the March Work Meeting to be on Wednesday, March 4, 
2015 instead of Friday, March 6, 2015.  It was agreed that would be fine.  Commissioner Nuara asked 
Joann Bullock to convey this to Dianne in Fire Safety so she can make the change. 
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4. Commissioner Vatter mentioned that Ron Campbell asked him how many people were running for the 2 
open Commissioner positions.  He told him there were 3.  Ron mentioned that there are only 2 listed on 
the ballot.  Commissioner Vatter said he checked with Dianne in Fire Safety and she said it was a 
mistake and she will make the change. 
 

5. Commissioner Nuara said that the Hillsborough Beacon interviewed Chief Fire Marshal Weniger and 
himself.  Commissioner Nuara requested he get contacted before the article is printed on Thursday.  In 
the article, it is mentioned that there is going to be a 13% increase and people will mistake it for their 
taxes going up 13%.  That is not the case; taxes are going up $13.00 per household, per year.  It was 
mentioned that the homeowners are getting a bargain what they are paying for in fire tax.  The article 
also mentions there are 2 positions open on the Board of Fire Commissioners and who is running for 
the positions.  There is also an explanation regarding pagers in the article.  Commissioner Nuara asked 
Commissioner Catrombon, Jr. if he could please talk it up about the elections at the Commissioners 
Meeting on February 10, 2015, so we can get as many people as possible out to vote. 
 

6. Commissioner Vatter spoke about physicals.  He spoke with Terry at the Clinic and they are booked 
through 1 pm on Saturday for physicals.  Terry had questions about the Interior Firefighters form and 
PFT test.  He explained that Drivers are not necessarily interior qualified, however, they may operate 
equipment in the hot zone.  He will speak with Terry on Saturday, when he goes for his physical and will 
also ask her about daytime physicals and titer tests, as well as mention that we will pay for the titer as 
part of the blood work, chest x-rays and stress tests.  He also explained that Relief Form Applications 
need to be filled out by any new members.   
 

7. Commissioner Vatter spoke with Dianne in Fire Safety and asked for a list of Active and Inactive 
Members on LOSAP, and the money in Lincoln Financial.  If people are no longer active in the fire 
company, vested, or left the company and not coming back, we need to pull the money from Lincoln 
Financial and put it back into the LOSAP Account.  This will be voted on at the Regular Meeting next 
week.  
 

8. Commissioner Nuara would like to ask the Chiefs to meet with Chief Fire Marshal Weniger to review 
their areas of coverage.  This has not been done in about 6 years.  If one of the Commissioners would 
like to be involved with this, that would be ok. 
 

9. Commissioner Nuara mentioned that he attended the Extrication Meeting last week with the Township.  
The meeting was 3 hours.  The next meeting will be held on Thursday morning, February 19, 2015.  
Commissioner Nuara said he would plan to attend all the Extrication Meetings in the future. 
 

10. Commissioner Kane asked Commissioner Nuara about the Sub Station for 36.  Commissioner Nuara 
said he spoke with the owner of the property on Wertsville about 2 of his buildings.  He is going there 
with Chief Fire Marshal Weniger sometime next week to take a look.  He assured the Board that this 
does not mean they are throwing Neshanic Fire out of the District, should something be worked out with 
a building. The building would be utilized for storage and apparatus.  
 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
There being no further public comment, a motion was made by Commissioner Nuara, and seconded by 
Commissioner Vatter to adjourn the meeting at 9:10 p.m. Roll call vote:   All approved.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Bruce Vatter, Secretary 
Hillsborough Township 
Board of Fire Commissioners 
BV/jhb 
Attachment (1) 


