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BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS 
TOWNSHIP OF HILLSBOROUGH 

 
379 SOUTH BRANCH ROAD 
HILLSBOROUGH, NJ 08844 

Hillsborough.firesafety@comcast.net 
 

WORK MEETING 

APRIL 9, 2015 
 
The Board of Fire Commissioners of Hillsborough Township, County of Somerset, New Jersey convened in a 
Work Session on Thursday, April 9, 2015 at 7:00 pm. In the Conference Room at the Hillsborough Township 
Municipal Building on South Branch Road.  Commissioner Chairman Charlie Nuara called the meeting to order. 
 
Following the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag, a call of the roll indicated that Board members present were: 
Commissioner Charlie Nuara, Commissioner John Catrombon Jr., Commissioner Bruce Vatter, Commissioner Pat 
Buckley, and Commissioner Mike Carone.  
 
In accordance with the state of NJ “Sunshine Law” adequate notice of this meeting was provided by mailing 
notification to the Hillsborough Beacon and Courier News.  Notice was also delivered to the Township Clerk and 
posted on the Municipal Building Bulletin Board. 
 

CORRESPONDENCE 
   
The Commissioners discussed and reported the following: 

1. The vouchers for March, 2015. 
2. Commissioner Nuara: 

- The Financial Disclosures need to be done and submitted by April 30, 2015. 
 

- There is a request from Station 38 for a Waiver for Sam Rozycki.  Sam was elected in January, 2015 
as Captain.  There will need to be an Arbitration Meeting as Sam needs to obtain the following classes:  
Fire Officer 1, ICS400, Pump Ops, Strategy & Tactics, Engine Company Ops and Truck Company Ops 
in order to qualify for the Officer position.  Commissioner Vatter said he will follow up with Sam to verify 
the classes he needs. Commissioner Vatter mentioned that most of these classes are not available 
until this fall, and wondered how he will be able to take them all at once. Commissioner Vatter asked 
about Sam’s experience and Commissioner Nuara said that Sam has been on Princeton Fire 
Department for a long time.  After discussion, it was decided that if we approve this, Sam will have to 
stay as Captain until all classes are complete, and it has to be mentioned to the companies that this 
will be a onetime deal. 

 
- Will have Chief Fire Marshal Weniger obtain a generic quote for the Exhaust Cap System, as he will 

have him handling the bids.   
 
- Don Kazar from Station 38 contacted Chief Fire Marshal Weniger to find out what help will be needed 

for Bound Brook, as their Fire Inspector passed away.  They reached out to Chief Fire Marshal 
Weniger because they had a fire and needed help.  If there is an on-going need, they need to come up 
with some compensation. 

 
- Star Diner in Hillsborough can place an ad on their placemats for the Hillsborough Fire District for new 

recruitment.  This would come out of the R&R budget.  The cost for 100,000.00 placements would be 
$450.000 with tax.  It was decided to vote on this at the Regular Meeting on April 14, 2015. 

 
- Asked Commissioner Buckley about the patches that were sewn on the new gear.  This does not meet 

the guidelines, and from this point on, we need to have them legally done by Doug Kowalski’s 
company.  Asked Commissioner Buckley to find out the cost to have the patches sewn on all the 
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firefighters gear, and to inform all the fire companies about this. 
 
- Received a call on April 8, 2015 from Senator Kip Bateman who resides in Branchburg Township, 

asking him why we are closing down Neshanic Fire Company?  Several members from Station 48 
were in attendance at this meeting to hear what is going on with the Sub Station in Hillsborough. It was 
explained to Senator Bateman during our phone conversation, and to the Neshanic Members that 
were in attendance at this meeting, that the District has no intention of closing down Neshanic Fire 
Company.  We assured Neshanic Fire Company they will still have a contract with the Hillsborough 
District.  Neshanic Fire Company will, however, need to make some changes, i.e. pay for their own 
pump testing, hose testing etc. as Hillsborough District is not going to fund that starting in 2016.  
Explained that we are looking into 2 buildings on Wertsville Road to possibly utilize for a Sub Station to 
expand the district.  Before anything takes place, a lot of research needs to be done, and we will need 
to go through a process with the township before we know if this can even be done.  If this should take 
place, our plan would be to do a test for 6-12 months utilizing a mini pump truck to see if this would 
work.  We would have Fire Marshal Giordano take care of the inspections for this Sub Station. 
Commissioner Vatter said that he and Chief Paterno of Station 37 are suggesting that they make the 
Sub Station a District Firehouse so that anyone that may be in, or near that area can respond.  They 
would also like to see if we can get more volunteers out in that area. 
 

3. Commissioner Catrombon, Jr.: 
- Contacted 3 different places that do fingerprinting and background checks.  Commissioner Nuara 

mentioned that Ex-Commissioner Robert Uniszkiewicz would be a good source of information and that 
I could contact him.  The cost for fingerprinting and background checks is $40.00.  The member will 
pay at the time and if they pass, will get reimbursed by their Fire Company. 

 
- The Simulcast System needs repairs and we are working with Motorola at this time.  Discussed pagers 

versus watchdog.  There is a chip converted in UFIF.  There are 25 pagers in the District that can be 
updated.  Bids will be coming in for this.  Commissioner Nuara asked if the new Minitor 6’s can be 
switched to B6?  Commissioner Vatter said that cannot be done, that County has to change over to 
their new system first.  I said that we could keep the Minitor 4’s, and that Ron Campbell set one up for 
him already.  Can we sell the Minitor 3 & 4’s when the new ones come in?  The price on the new ones 
is by quantity.  When they come in and are all programmed and ready to hand out, anyone that is 
getting a new one will have to hand an old one in.  If they lost theirs, they need to show a file stating 
that it was lost.  They will be given out to the members who respond the most.  We will vote at the 
Regular Meeting on April 14, 2015 to convert the watchdogs and for the new Minitor 6’s.  Mentioned 
that I hold onto all pagers for the District. 

 
4. Commissioner Vatter: 

- Sent out an email to all members that still have not had their physicals stating that April 11, 2015 is the 
last Saturday available for physicals, and that there will not be anymore Saturdays available. Everyone 
that needs a physical will need to schedule it on their own.  Evening hours are available.  Terry at the 
Clinic said they will try to be as accommodating as possible.  They said that they may possibly be able 
to do one Saturday in June, but will have to let me know.  June 30, 2015 is the deadline for physicals 
to be complete.  This has been extended several times, and anyone who has not had their physical by 
June 30th will not be able to get pay per call or LOSAP. 

 
- The paperwork has been filed for VFIS and Worker’s Compensation.  Mazy Insurance Company will 

be doing a survey of all the fire companies. 
 
- The Meals & Travel Guidelines need to be reviewed and updated by the GOG Committee.  It was 

mentioned to let the Committee work it out and come back to us with a number.  55 cents per mile is 
the current standard rate for travel reimbursement. 

 
- Handed out the new Fire Police Patches.  The patches will be in lieu of a badge.  This will be brought 

up at the Regular Meeting on April 14, 2015 for approval. 
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- Submitted the Proposal for additional Knox Boxes for the District that Chief Paterno, Station 37 put 

together.  (Attachment).  This will be voted on at the Regular Meeting on April 14, 2015 for approval. 
 

5. Commissioner Buckley: 
-  A District Extrication Meeting is being held tonight, April 9, 2015.  I will attend the meeting and report 

back what was discussed. 
 

- There is no exception, any company that is hired to do fit testing cannot allow any member with facial 
hair to be approved, or that company needs to be fired.  This is the OSHA Law!   Asked a member from 
Station 48 who was attending this meeting who the company was that did their testing and he 
responded that he only knew the company was from Sussex.  Chief CJ Davis from Station 48 claims 
he passed the test with a beard. The same standards have to be met as the other companies in the 
District.  It is clearly stated in the GOG – no facial hair.  I will be inserting a pictorial in the GOG 
showing what is allowed.  At the end of the day, it is for everyone’s good to follow the guidelines.  The 
Chiefs need to set an example for their members. 

 
- The GOG Committee met Saturday, April 4, 2015 to adopt a new Applicant Kit.  Any applicant needs to 

be interviewed first and if he/she is decided they are a good candidate, they will be given paperwork to 
fill out (this will be identical paperwork District wide).  Once they get a document from the fire company, 
it will be their ticket to go to Fire Safety to see Chief Fire Marshal Weniger (we will have Chief Fire 
Marshal Weniger handle the paperwork, or delegate to someone), and will be set up for a background 
check and fingerprinting.  Once that comes back good, can then start process.  Before any training 
classes are taken, the individual must learn trucks, etc.   

 
- Obtained the Emergency Service Accident & Investigation Guidebook.  We should have Chief Fire 

Marshal Weniger as the Lead Person (as he would be a neutral third party).  He would get called out to 
gather all information, photos, police report, etc. for any motor vehicle accident with fire apparatus.  
The driver of the apparatus would be taken off the rig until an investigation takes place.  Commissioner 
Buckley will speak with attorney Braslow about this. 

 
- Station 37 had a Gear Inspection Training on Saturday, April 4, 2015.  Policies will be set up on 

checking gear.  What should be used to wash gear, washer designed for washing the gear, certain 
detergents?  Commissioner Nuara asked Commissioner Buckley to check with Deputy Chief Mike 
Murphy what Station 38 uses. 

 
6. Commissioner Carone: 

- Station 36 is having problems with their key fob.  They got a quote of $6,090.00 for a new key fob.  
Donation was received from Reckitt & Beckister for some of the controls.  Will the Commissioners pay 
the bill?  It was discussed that each company has to pay for their own. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
There being no further public comment, a motion was made by Commissioner Nuara, and seconded by 
Commissioner Vatter to adjourn the meeting at 9:10 p.m. Roll call vote:   All approved.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Bruce Vatter, Secretary 
Hillsborough Township 
Board of Fire Commissioners 
 
BV/jhb 
 
Attachment (1) 
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