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BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS 
TOWNSHIP OF HILLSBOROUGH 

 
379 SOUTH BRANCH ROAD 
HILLSBOROUGH, NJ 08844 

Hillsborough.firesafety@comcast.net 
 

WORK MEETING 

MARCH 4, 2015 
 

 
The Board of Fire Commissioners of Hillsborough Township, County of Somerset, New Jersey convened in 
Work Session on Wednesday, March 4, 2015 at 7:00 pm. In the Conference Room at the Hillsborough 
Township Municipal Building on South Branch Road.  Commissioner Chairman Greg Kane called the meeting 
to order. 
 
Following the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag, a call of the roll indicated that Board members present were: 
Commissioner Greg Kane, Commissioner Charlie Nuara, Commissioner John Catrombon, Jr., Commissioner 
Bruce Vatter, Commissioner Pat Buckley, and Commissioner Mike Carone.      
 
In accordance with the state of NJ “Sunshine Law” adequate notice of this meeting was provided by mailing 
notification to the Hillsborough Beacon and Courier News.  Notice was also delivered to the Township Clerk 
and posted on the Municipal Building Bulletin Board. 
 
 
 

CORRESPONDENCE 
  
 Commissioners discussed the following: 
 

1. The vouchers for February. 
 

2. Signal 100 Team: 
 
- Issues have been brought up regarding nutrition.  Commissioner Nuara and Commissioner Vatter 

explained that the Signal 100 Team is not Rehab and therefore, whatever the Officer in Command 
or the Team Leader decide to provide will be acceptable.  Commissioner Nuara spoke with the 
individual who had the concerns and explained this. 
 

- The GOG was revised on February 10, 2015 (revisions included restructure of Chain of Command 
and more detailed descriptions throughout the GOG.  This was distributed at the February 10, 2015 
Regular Meeting to Commissioners for review and was discussed with the Chiefs.  Copies were 
distributed to the two new Commissioners at tonight’s meeting.  Everyone agreed upon the changes 
and the Revised GOG will be approved at the March 10, 2015 Regular Meeting.  (Attachment) 

 
- Discussion about the Signal 100 Team helping with District Drills.  An issue was brought up 

regarding the Team should not be doing this.  District Drills is one of the purposes and plan of action 
as stated in the Original GOG.  All Commissioners agreed to keep that as part of the purpose of the 
Team.  Commissioner Buckley will now be in charge of District Drills and will communicate dates, 
times, etc to Team Leader Joann Bullock when a Drill is being scheduled.  There was $10,000.00 
budgeted for drills this year. 
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3. Turnout Gear: 
 
- Commissioner Nuara brought up the recommended timeframe for gear.  Commissioner Buckley 

stated that it is recommended that we follow the 10 Year NFPA1851Standard Guidelines for all 
turnout gear.  Helmets go through the same inspection for the 10 year guideline as they crack and 
the liners wear out.  All helmets have the manufacture date on the inside of them.   

 
- Commissioner Vatter said he spoke with Doug Kowalski from SAFE-T regarding gear.  He will put 

together and send 3 specifications (1) gear with belt, 2) gear without belt, and 3) new outer shell 
fabric)  for the Class II Spider Harness System.  Doug said that the new fabric is just as durable, 
less weight and no price difference.  If we give Doug a letter of Intent by Mid-March he will lock in 
the prices.  Commissioner Vatter asked if we could do a motion at the Regular Meeting on March 
10, 2015 to approve the Letter of Intent.  Everyone agreed. 

 
- Fire Safety has the key to access the gear room at Station 37.  Will have Fire Marshal Giordano 

clean out the equipment room at Station 37 and pick up any old gear, boots and helmets.  
 

 
4. Qualified Firefighters: 

 
- Commissioner Nuara asked if Interior Qualified Firefighters that will not go into fires or that do not 

respond anymore do they still have to have Interior Gear?  Everyone agreed that this needs to be 
handled starting at the Chief level.  The Chief(s) need to write letters to those individuals in this 
category.  This needs to be consistent throughout the District.  Bruce said that this also was brought 
up with the Insurance Company, so this needs to be addressed. 

 
- Commissioner Vatter explained that Drivers/Pump Operators (Exterior Firefighters) need IML1 on 

apparatus, CEVO, ICS 100 & 200, PPE and Fit test.  Commissioner Buckley will start to work on 
this.  He said he will contact Braslow and maybe a blanket GOG will need to be made. 

 
 

5. 2015 Budget: 
 

- Commissioner Nuara commented that he was pleased with the election results.  We will be getting 
the 037 tax, pagers, units for the fire companies (MagneGrip).  Commissioner Vatter said he will be 
meeting with the Clean Air Company to go over quotes.  Will have Chief Fire Marshal Weniger 
request 3 bids. 
 

 
6. New Pagers: 

 
- Commissioner Nuara asked Commissioner Catrombon, Jr. about when a call comes in is there any 

way to hear what is going on.  He responded that we cannot get that on Region 6 Pagers.  
Commissioner Vatter said that is what E-Dispatch is set up to do and is now streaming calls.  
Commissioner Catrombon, Jr. will look into other options available for the Minitor 6’s.  He will speak 
with Chief Fire Marshal Weniger regarding this.  Commissioner Vatter suggested he also speak with 
Rich Bartolucci as he has a lot of knowledge about this. 

 
 

7. Sub-Station for Station 36: 
 
- Commissioner Nuara, Chief Fire Marshal Weniger and Fire Marshal Foelsh did a walk through at 

the “Old Osterman Farm” on Wertsville Road.  They met with Michael who is the owner of the 
property.  He said he has no problem with them utilizing the driveway but mentioned that the 
driveway may need paved.  The rent would be $1,500.00 per month.  Michael said he has 2 
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different spots he is willing to let them utilize.  The first option is the 40x80 Morton Building.  He said 
it can be separated in half and the fire company could have their own entrance.  This building has 
heat and electricity.  The second option (which Michael would prefer) is another building that has a 
rock floor.  This building is away from everything else, but would probably need some work done, 
i.e. new garage doors, etc.  Michael mentioned he is up for whatever we prefer to do.  
Commissioner Nuara and Chief Fire Marshal Weniger will work on writing a letter to the Township 
Board for approval at their next month meeting.  Commissioner Kane mentioned to have their 
logistics in order.  He also suggested that they take a few pieces of apparatus to the location to see 
how they work for size.  If this all works out, they may need to purchase a used “Shortie”.  If this 
does work out, we can have Chief Fire Marshal check to see if the open air fund allows them in 2 
years down the road to ask to buy a section of the property at the end of Wertsvillle Road and 
Longhill Road to put up a Morton building with heat, etc.  Commissioner Nuara will take more steps 
with Chief Fire Marshal Weniger to get together with Anthony Ferrara. 

 
 

8. District Baseball Team: 
 

- Commissioner Kane was approached by the District Baseball Team to see if we would purchase 
new uniforms.  The Board of Fire Commissioners made a purchase for them 5 years ago, which 
came out of the R&R Funds.  They provided 2 bids to replace uniforms.  Commissioner Nuara 
asked if Commissioner Kane would get in touch with them and ask them to email him the 2 bids.  
Looking to be around $2,300.00 for shirts and hats.  Commissioner Nuara will review the bids and 
possibly get another estimate.  It was agreed that we will make a motion at the next meeting to 
purchase the uniforms. 

 
 

9. Special Meeting with Rescue Squad and Fire Companies: 
 

- Commissioner Nuara said he and Fire Marshal Foelsh attended the meeting. 
 

- The Rescue Squad is offering a 32 Hour Vehicle Rescue Operation Class.  The dates are:   
 

Saturday, March 28, 2015 from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm 
Sunday, March 29, 2015 from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm 
 
Saturday, April 11, 2015 from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm 
Sunday, April 12, 2015 from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm 
 
See attached Registration Instructions. 
 

- Commissioner Nuara mentioned that we need a commitment from the Fire Companies.  At this time, 
we have no training, no on the job experience and no equipment.  The Township Committee would 
like to see the Fire Companies involved with extrication.  Also need to consider having rope rescue 
training. 
 
 

10. Background Checks: 
 

- Commissioner Catrombon, Jr. asked if background checks should be under the Commissioners as  
they are the employer.  We could go through the Fire Safety Office for the forms and the 
Commissioners can review them.  Currently go to Plainfield for fingerprinting.  

 
 

11. Member Eligibility: 
 



 

 

 

 

4 

- Commissioner Buckley asked how long a person needs to be a member, or on probation before 
they are eligible to go to fire school.  Each fire company has different procedures and we should be 
consistent throughout the District.  Must be 17-1/2 years old to be a Junior Member. 

 
 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

 
There being no further public comment, a motion was made by Commissioner Vatter, and seconded by 
Commissioner Nuara to adjourn the meeting at 9:15 p.m. Roll call vote:   All approved.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Bruce Vatter, Secretary 
Hillsborough Township 
Board of Fire Commissioners 
 
BV/jhb 
 
Attachments (2) 
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