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BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS 
TOWNSHIP OF HILLSBOROUGH 

 
379 SOUTH BRANCH ROAD 
HILLSBOROUGH, NJ 08844 

Hillsborough.firesafety@comcast.net 
 

WORK MEETING 

JULY 9, 2015 
 

 
The Board of Fire Commissioners of Hillsborough Township, County of Somerset, New Jersey convened in a 
Work Session on, Thursday, July 9, 2015 at 7:00 pm. In the Conference Room at the Hillsborough Township 
Municipal Building on South Branch Road.  Commissioner Chairman Charlie Nuara called the meeting to order. 
 
Following the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag, a call of the roll indicated that Board members present were: 
Commissioner Charlie Nuara, Commissioner John Catrombon Jr., Commissioner Bruce Vatter, Commissioner 
Pat Buckley, and Commissioner Mike Carone.   
 
In accordance with the state of NJ “Sunshine Law” adequate notice of this meeting was provided by mailing 
notification to the Hillsborough Beacon and Courier News.  Notice was also delivered to the Township Clerk 
and posted on the Municipal Building Bulletin Board. 
 
 
 

CORRESPONDENCE 
  
 
 Commissioners discussed the following: 
 
 

1. Commissioner  Nuara: 

 

- Spoke with Chief Fire Marshal Weniger and asked him to have the Fire Safety Contract ready to 
review at the August 6, 2015 Work Meeting. 
 

- Would like to have a replacement for the Administrative Assistant Position in Fire Safety by 

September 1, 2015.  Chief Fire Marshal Weniger will get the numbers for salary to us for review.  

Dianne Riccardo will be retiring in March, 2016.  Would like to hire Dianne back as a Consultant for 

special things i.e., elections, budget, etc. until the new replacement has learned everything. 

- Need to get numbers and know what we are currently spending on the Neshanic Fire Company 
Contract before October, 2015.  Will review it and then we can sit down to discuss what to take out 
for 2016. 

 
- Have been getting comments about the new pagers.  Members like the pagers, but say they cannot 

hear what is going on once the call goes out.  County is still experiencing problems.  Need to figure 
out what to do so members can hear what is going on during the call.   Commissioner Vatter 
suggested we could possibly get rid of the E-Dispatch. 

 
- Radios are being reprogrammed by Chief Fire Marshal Weniger. 
 
- Some members still do not understand how to use the E-dispatch.  Chief Fulmino has typed 

directions.  Will have him email them to all the Chiefs. 
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- Been receiving feedback from the Chiefs that too many changes and other things are taking place 
at once.  Will be addressed at the Regular Meeting on July 14, 2015. 

 
- Chief Paterno and Deputy Chief Bartolucci have expressed their interest in the Ford Expedition as 

the replacement for Station 37’s Chief Vehicle.  The cost for the Expedition is $47,000.00.  We will 
receive $27,000.00 from the insurance payout, $4,000.00 back from pagers, something for the old 
vehicle and then we will need to take $10,000.00 from somewhere in the budget.  This will be 
reviewed and voted on at the Regular Meeting on July 14, 2015.  Once it is approved, we can put 
the order in for the new vehicle. 

 
 

 
2. Commissioner Catrombon, Jr.: 

 
- Pagers: 

 
UHF frequency can be reprogrammed and the upgrade will cost $25.00 for the chip.  We could 
then use the Watchdogs as spares.  This will be discussed at the Regular Meeting on July 14, 
2015 and voted on. 

 

 

3. Commissioner Vatter: 

 

- Physicals: 

Sent out the finalized list to all Chiefs.  Chief Fulmino mentioned that he had one member which 

had a physical in January, but the member was not on the list as he did not have his follow-up. 

Primary Care will provide a list of any members who still need follow-up. 
 

A lot of members Stress Tests were not accurate.  Discussed having any member whose test 
was not good to go directly to the Cardiologist in the same building as Primary Care and have it 
reviewed. 
 
 

- Accidents: 
 

Member Tom Lachowski from Station 37 had an accident in the spring; he hit a deer on his way 
to a fire call.  He has a Police Report and an estimate for repairs.  He submitted it to Fire Safety 
and nothing has happened.  He didn’t want to submit it to his insurance company as he thought 
his rate would go up.  Checked with Jenny from Mazy Insurance and she said to get a copy of 
the estimate and submit it to his personal insurance first in order to process the claim. 
 
For future accidents, the auto disclaimer needs to be sent to the Members personal insurance 
company to pay, then VFIS will pay the deductible unless the members does not have their own 
insurance, then they will pay the whole bill. 
 
Ken Johnson from Station 38 got something in his eye when lighting a flare during a call.  He 
needs to do an accident report and submit to Fire Safety to open a case file.  He went to his 
doctor today. 
 
Walt Johnson from Station 38 hurt his shoulder 3 weeks or a month ago.  He just had surgery 
for the injury.  Spoke with Jenny from Mazy Insurance and said she needs all the information so 
a case file can be started by Liberty Mutual. 
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We need to inform all members again, that should they have an accident or any injuries, they 
need to fill out an Accident Report immediately or they will not be covered. 

 

- Bids: 

 

Received two bids for the Exhaust Systems.  One bid was from Plymovent (Clean Air Company) 

and the other was from Magnagrip.  Suggest we go with PlymoVent as they were cheaper.  Will 

vote on this at the Regular Meeting on July 14, 2015.  The money will come out of the Capital 

Budget. 

 

 

- Other: 

 

Received an email stating that the E-Dispatch payment is overdue.  Will need to get a blank 

voucher to fill out and send back to them before we make the payment.   

There have been no issues with the E-Dispatch service. 
 
Need to inform all members that we do not want personal vehicles responding directly to scenes 
as there are too many vehicles in the way. 
 
In the past, Station 37 had $2,000.00 in their budget for going to the convention in Wildwood.  
They do not have this in the budget this year.  This will come out of the training budget. 
Representatives from each fire company attend the convention. This money is used to offset 
meal expenses.  

 

 

4. Commissioner Buckley: 

 

- District Patch:   

At the recent Bureau of Fire Operations Meeting, the Chiefs expressed that they would like to 

keep their individual company patches and also have a District patch.  It was also suggested to 

have a District decal on all Apparatus.  Waiting on the final design to be done on the District 

patch and then will send it out. 

 

- District Drills: 

The dates for District Drills are: 

• July 25, 2015 @ the Academy.   

The drill will be a live burn with 3 stations. 

 

Signal 100 Team will be utilized to provide food and beverage. 
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- LOSAP: 

The Chief is the controller and is responsible to make sure that all members meet the guidelines 

in order to receive LOSAP.    All members must respond to their Firehouse in order to get credit 

for fire calls.  Other requirements include:  Fit Testing, Physical, Right to Know, Blood Bourne 

Pathogens and make their numbers.  Chief Fire Marshal Weniger will be sending out the Rules 

and Regulations Guidelines.  Commissioner Nuara will be speaking about this at the Regular 

Meeting on July 14, 2015. 

 

- New Applicant Package: 

 

On the first part of the Rookie Module, it requires certain tasks to be gone over and signed off 

on.  Station 38 has no problems with this; however, Station 37 has a problem with no gear and 

riding on the apparatus. 

 

Suggest that we make a requirement/policy that all Probationary Firefighter Trainees and new 

members wear a company t-shirt until their pass Firefighter 1 class.  Station 37 gets gear after 

the new member has a second reading. 

 

 

- Pump Class: 

Is scheduled for August 8 & 9, 2015 and August 15 & 16, 2015 at the Academy.  There are 12 

people signed up for the class.  There is a new version of the book, do we want to purchase the 

new one or get the older version.  Not much has changed, suggest getting the older version.  

The cost would be $980.00 and will come out of the District Training Budget. 

 

- VFIS Driver Training: 

 

There was a VFIS Inspection on July 6, 2015 at Stations 36 & 38.  They left a packet of 

information (Instruction Guide, 2 CD’s, etc) for us which will be reviewed.   We could compare 

the VFIS to CEVO.  This training could possibly be done at the Academy.   Should we look at 

having a Standard District Program?  Will address this at the next Bureau of Fire Operations 

Meeting and work this out between the Chiefs and Commissioners.  Commissioner Catrombon, 

Jr. agrees that we need a standard program to cover ourselves, and need to come up with a 

game plan. 

 

 

- GOG’s: 

Ryan Buckley is working on the Accident Investigation GOG. 

 

Mike Murphy and Mike Guzy      Firefighter/Apparatus GOG (Attached).   

 

Would like the Commissioners to review the GOG and give their feedback. 
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- Other: 

Sam Rozycki will have one class left to take at the end of 2015 for his officer qualifications. 

 

Suggest we have a written policy for paying for Firefighter classes.  If a member signs up for 

school and does not pass a class, we eat up the cost.  If that member decides to take the class 

again, it should be their responsibility to pay for the class and if they pass, we will reimburse the 

member.  This will be brought up at the Regular Meeting on July 14, 2015. 

 

At the recent Bureau of Fire Operations Meeting, the Chiefs asked for things to be presented to 

them at their Meetings and have until the next Bureau of Fire Operations Meeting to get 

feedback to them before approval. 

 

 

5. Commissioner Carone: 
 
- Went through vouchers for June, 2015, and obtained Commissioners signatures. 

 
 
 

6. Joann Bullock: 

 

- Commissioner Shirts: 

Still waiting on 2 quotes. 

 

- Signal 100: 

Will have several members attend the District Drill on July 25, 2015 to help with food and beverage. 

 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

 
There being no further public comment, a motion was made by Commissioner Nuara, and seconded by 
Commissioner Catrombon, Jr. to adjourn the meeting at 8:40 p.m. Roll call vote:   All approved.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Bruce Vatter, Secretary 
Hillsborough Township 
Board of Fire Commissioners 
 
BV/jhb 
Attachment 
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